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Course Name: Pathways to EECS 
Course Number: CS/ECE 404 
Credits: 1  
Instructors (for all sections):

Bill Pfeil: pfeilw@oregonstate.edu (mailto:pfeilw@oregonstate.edu)
Office Hours:  By appt.

Tom Weller: tom.weller@oregonstate.edu (mailto:tom.weller@oregonstate.edu)
Office Hours:  Thursday 1-2 and by appt.

This class meets in person:  F 3pm-3:50pm in BEXL 321 - Bexell Hall 321  (https://map.oregonstate.edu/?building=Bexl)  (9/21
to 12/2)

This syllabus describes the administrative parts of the course and serves as a contract between student and instructor.
Remaining in this course indicates acceptance of these rules.

Remember that in this course, you are expected to behave professionally. Please use this document throughout the course.
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Course Description
This non-traditional class covers a broad range of topics to help prepare you for a career in EECS. We explore the many ways
an EECS degree gets used, how to market yourself to prospective employers, how to prepare for a job interview, and more! This
course features an exciting array of guest lecturers from the industry who will share their professional experience and life stories
with you. Course may be taken multiple times. Sophomore standing or higher.

There are no tests, midterms, or finals in this course.

Prerequisites and/or Corequisites: None. Sophomore standing in ECE or CS required. 

Communication
If the Instructors need to contact you, we will email you directly (or via the class mailing list), or send out a canvas
announcement. NOTE:  It is your responsibility to make sure you can receive notifications from Canvas.

Email is the preferred way to contact us:

Bill Pfeil: pfeilw@oregonstate.edu (mailto:pfeilw@oregonstate.edu)
Tom Weller: tom.weller@oregonstate.edu (mailto:tom.weller@oregonstate.edu)

If we don't respond in 24 hours please email us again.

Messaging us on Canvas is an unreliable and indirect way to send us an email. So please use regular email to contact us :)

Time Expectations
This course is on-campus only (with additional materials available online), for a total of 1 credit. Time spent interacting with
course content outside of the project, itself, is minimal.

Technical Assistance

mailto:pfeilw@oregonstate.edu
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If you experience any errors or problems while in your online course, contact 24-7 Canvas Support through the Help link within
Canvas. If you experience computer difficulties, need help downloading a browser or plug-in, or need assistance logging into a
course, contact the IS Service Desk for assistance. You can call (541) 737-8787 or visit the  IS Service Desk 
(https://oregonstate.teamdynamix.com/TDClient/Requests/TicketRequests/NewForm?ID=Dr9c0T7BaSI_)  online.

Learning Resources
There is no textbook; students are expected to source their own learning resources for some assignments. A microphone and
screen-recording device may be required, for submitting some assignments.

Note: Check with the OSU Beaver Store for up-to-date information for the term you enroll ( OSU Beaver Store website 
(https://osubeaverstore.com/Academics)  or 800-595-0357). If you purchase course materials from other sources, be very careful
to obtain the correct ISBN.

Measurable Student Learning Outcomes
After completion of this course, students will have demonstrated an ability to:

Be able to describe many aspects of the career development process and develop the skills necessary for each, including
setting goals and objectives, researching career pathways, writing resumes, and interviewing. 
Be able to describe effective, ethical and inclusive leadership and collaboration through experiences with extracurricular
activities. 
Be able to summarize and explain the value of their OSU and “Pathways” experience to employers. 
Have gained experience communicating with employers, developing an ability to identify and apply communication
strategies for a wide range of audiences. 
Learn about and potentially participate in experiential learning that is relevant to the work of a professional in their chosen
career. 

Evaluation of Student Performance
40 % In-class activities 
40 % Homework 
10 % Final Reflection 
10 % Final Skill Application 

Letter Grade
Grading responsibilities are shared between the instructors.

Total Percentage vs. Letter Grade  

 100 ╺┓  
      ┣╸A  
92.95╺┫   
      ┣╸A-  
89.95╺┫   
      ┣╸B+  
86.95╺┫   
      ┣╸B  
82.95╺┫   
      ┣╸B-  
79.95╺┫   

┣
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      ┣╸C+  
76.95╺┫   
      ┣╸C  
72.95╺┫   
      ┣╸C-  
69.95╺┫   
      ┣╸D+  
66.95╺┫   
      ┣╸D  
62.95╺┫   
      ┣╸D-  
59.95╺┫   
      ┣╸F  
   0 ╺┛

Course Content
CS/ECE 404 Course Schedule (subject to change)

Week Topic Activities

1 Class Goal Setting & Field
Exploration Class goals, 3 subfields of interest 

2 OSU Experiences Available resources, Club presentations, Elevator Pitches 

3 Resumes Resume Review, Online Portfolios, Interview prep 

4 Meeting with Companies Career Fair, Networking Night, Appearances

5 Interviews Mock Interviews, Typical structure 

6 Technical Communication Mini research topic presentations

7 Ethics Case studies, personal values vs. professional values 

8 Job Goal Setting & Mentors Goals, Mentor matchmaking 

9 Skill Application Hackathon/Hweekend

10 Reflection and the Future 5-year plan

*Optional workshops for extra hands-on points 

Course Policies
Late Work Policy
Most assignments allow submissions up to two days after the due date for a reduced maximum score. Each assignment
has a due date listed on Canvas. Assignments that may be submitted late also have an available until date, which is 48
hours after the initial due date. For these assignments, the following policy applies:

Assignments submitted on the day after the due due date will be graded normally and then any points past a 90% point
total will be lost.



Assignments submitted on the second day after the due date will be graded normally and then any points past a 75%
point total will be lost.

Note that, unlike in other courses, late assignment grades will not be scaled by some factor; any points above a threshold (90%
or 75%) will simply be discarded.

Makeup Exams
This course has no tests or exams.

Incompletes
Incomplete (I) grades will be granted only in emergency cases (usually only for a death in the family, major illness or injury, or
birth of your child), and if the student has turned in 80% of the points possible (in other words, usually everything but the final
week assignments). If you are having any difficulty that might prevent you completing the coursework, please don’t wait until the
end of the term; let me know right away.

Statement Regarding Religious Accommodation
Oregon State University is required to provide reasonable accommodations for employee and student sincerely held religious
beliefs. It is incumbent on the student making the request to make the faculty member aware of the request as soon as possible
prior to the need for the accommodation. See the Religious Accommodation Process for Students
(http://eoa.oregonstate.edu/religious-accommodation-policy) .

Establishing a Positive Community
It is important you feel safe and welcome in this course. If somebody is making discriminatory comments against you, sexually
harassing you, or excluding you in other ways, contact the instructor, your academic advisor, and/or report what happened at
Student Conduct Reporting  (https://studentlife.oregonstate.edu/studentconduct/reporting)  so we can connect you with
resources.

Expectations for Student Conduct
Student conduct is governed by the university’s policies, as explained in the Student Conduct Code ( OSU Student Code of
Conduct  (https://beav.es/codeofconduct) ). Students are expected to conduct themselves in the course (e.g., on discussion
boards, email postings) in compliance with the university's regulations regarding civility.

Academic Integrity
Integrity is a character-driven commitment to honesty, doing what is right, and guiding others to do what is right. Oregon State
University students and faculty have a responsibility to act with integrity in all of our educational work, and that integrity enables
this community of learners to interact in the spirit of trust, honesty, and fairness across the globe.

http://eoa.oregonstate.edu/religious-accommodation-policy
https://studentlife.oregonstate.edu/studentconduct/reporting
https://beav.es/codeofconduct


Academic misconduct, or violations of academic integrity, can fall into seven broad areas, including but not limited to: cheating;
plagiarism; falsification; assisting; tampering; multiple submissions of work; and unauthorized recording and use.

It is important that you understand what student actions are defined as academic misconduct at Oregon State University. The
OSU Libraries offer a tutorial on academic misconduct  (https://guides.library.oregonstate.edu/c.php?g=286121&p=3896378) ,
and you can also refer to the the Office of Student Conduct and Community Standard’s website
(https://studentlife.oregonstate.edu/studentconduct/student-info) for more information. More importantly, if you are unsure if
something will violate our academic integrity policy, ask your professors, GTAs, academic advisors, or academic integrity
officers.

TurnItIn
Your instructor may ask you to submit one or more of your writings to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service. Your assignment
content will be checked for potential plagiarism against Internet sources, academic journal articles, and the papers of other OSU
students, for common or borrowed content. Turnitin generates a report that highlights any potentially unoriginal text in your
paper. The report may be submitted directly to your instructor or your instructor may elect to have you submit initial drafts
through Turnitin, and you will receive the report allowing you the opportunity to make adjustments and ensure that all source
material has been properly cited. Papers you submit through Turnitin for this or any class will be added to the OSU Turnitin
database and may be checked against other OSU paper submissions. You will retain all rights to your written work. For further
information, visit Academic Integrity for Students: Turnitin – What is it?  (http://guides.library.oregonstate.edu/c.php?
g=286121&p=1906660)

Statement Regarding Students with Disabilities
Accommodations for students with disabilities are determined and approved by Disability Access Services
(DAS). If you, as a student, believe you are eligible for accommodations but have not obtained approval, please
contact DAS immediately at 541-737-4098 or at Disability Access Services  (http://ds.oregonstate.edu) . DAS
notifies students and faculty members of approved academic accommodations and coordinates implementation
of those accommodations. While not required, students and faculty members are encouraged to discuss details
of the implementation of individual accommodations.

Accessibility of Course Materials
All materials used in this course are accessible. If you require accommodations please contact Disability Access Services
(DAS)  (http://ds.oregonstate.edu/home/) .

Additionally, Canvas, the learning management system through which this course is offered, provides a vendor statement
(https://www.instructure.com/canvas/accessibility) certifying how the platform is accessible to students with disabilities.

Tutoring and Writing Assistance
There are a variety of tutoring and academic skills resources across campus. Here are some of the most common for
engineering students.

Academic Success Center  (http://success.oregonstate.edu/)

Writing Center  (https://writingcenter.oregonstate.edu/)

https://guides.library.oregonstate.edu/c.php?g=286121&p=3896378
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Reach Out for Success
University students encounter setbacks from time to time. If you encounter difficulties and need assistance, it’s important to
reach out. Consider discussing the situation with an instructor or academic advisor. Learn about resources that assist with
wellness and academic success  (https://counseling.oregonstate.edu/reach-out-success) .

If you feel comfortable sharing how a hardship may impact your performance in this course, please reach out to me as your
instructor.

For mental health:

If you are in immediate crisis, please contact the Crisis Text Line by texting OREGON to 741-741 or call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK (8255).

For financial hardship:

Any student whose academic performance is impacted due to financial stress or the inability to afford groceries, housing, and
other necessities for any reason is urged to contact the Director of Care for support (541-737-8748).

Academic Calendar
All students are subject to the registration and refund deadlines as stated in the Academic Calendar:
https://registrar.oregonstate.edu/osu-academic-calendar .

Student Evaluation of Courses
During Fall, Winter, and Spring term, the online Student Evaluation of Teaching system opens to students the Wednesday of
week 8 and closes the Sunday before Finals Week. Students will receive notification, instructions and the link through their
ONID email. They may also log into the system via Online Services. Course evaluation results are extremely important and used
to help improve courses and the learning experience of future students. Responses are anonymous (unless a student chooses
to “sign” their comments, agreeing to relinquish anonymity) and unavailable to instructors until after grades have been posted.
The results of scaled questions and signed comments go to both the instructor and their unit head/supervisor. Anonymous
(unsigned) comments go to the instructor only.

https://counseling.oregonstate.edu/reach-out-success

